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In 2013, the PGSA visited Oak Ridge National Lab with their
advisor (Dr. He), and toured the Graphite Reactor, High Flux

Isotope Reactor, Spallation Neutron Source, and Center for Nanophase Materials Sciences. PGSA also hosted a departmental tea
party, social events, and the Fall 2013 PGSA Conference. More information can be found at http://www.phy-astr.gsu.edu/pgsa.
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Dr. Sebastien Lepine

Dr. Fabien Baron
Dr. Fabien Baron joined the stellar

Dr. Sebastien Lepine was hired

astrophysics group in our Department

as a tenured associate professor

in April, 2013, as an assistant profes-

in July, 2013, through GSU’s Sec-

sor. His previous appointments were
as a postdoctoral research associate
at the University of Cambridge and
the University of Michigan. Dr. Baron
is an expert in optical/IR interferom-

ond Century Initiative program
on Stellar Astrophysics and Astroinformatics (led by Dr. McAlister). Dr. Lepine’s most recent

etry and image reconstruction, and he specializes in producing

appointments were as Senior Research Scientist at the

images (and movies!) with the CHARA Array’s 6-beam combin-

American Museum of Natural History and as Adjunct Pro-

ers. His research interests include young stellar objects, spots

fessor at the City University of New York. Dr. Lepine’s

on red supergiants, and interacting binaries.

interests include low-mass stars, brown dwarfs, galactic

Dr. Richard Briggs
Dr. Richard Briggs was hired as a
tenured full professor in November,
2013 through GSU’s Second Century

structure, all-sky surveys, data mining, and extrasolar
planets. He is widely recognized in the astronomical
community for his work in astrometry and big datasets,
and his work is highly complementary with Dr. Todd
Henry’s extensive characterizations of nearby stars.

Initiative program on Human Neu-

Dr. Rachel Kuzio de Naray

roimaging. His most recent appointments include Professor of Radiology
and Director of Neuroimaging at The

University of Texas Southwestern
Medical Center. Dr. Briggs leadership in interdisciplinary studies and his expert knowledge of neuroimaging equipment and
techniques are important for GSU’s long-term investment in
the GSU/Georgia Tech Center for Advanced Brain Imaging
(CABI). His research interests include magnetic resonance
studies of various diseases in animal models and humans, and,
most recently, neurotoxic brain damage in veterans with Gulf
War illness.

Dr. Rachel Kuzio de Naray joined the
extragalactic astronomy group at
GSU as an assistant professor in January, 2013, after being an NSF Fellow at UC Irvine and a Research Associate at the Royal Military College
of Canada. Her research expertise
includes low surface brightness galaxies and the mysterious dark matter that dominates the mass
content of our Universe. She is an expert in spectroscopy and
imaging, especially with the new generation of integral field

Ms. Marie Jarra

instruments, and a frequent user of the WIYN telescope at Kitt
Peak National Observatory.

Marie Jarra is the new Grants and Con-

Alumni. She is originally from Gambia,
a country in West Africa. She moved
with her family to the United States
when she was 6 years old. Prior to coming to Physics & Astronomy, she worked
at Research Services at the college

OUTREACH

my Department. She is a Georgia State

OUTREACH

tracts Officer at the Physics & Astrono-

level for over a year. She enjoys working out, reading, helping people and cooking.

Dr. Misty Bentz hosting a daytime event at GSU with Junior
Scouts learning about the Sun.
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Astronomy Club demonstrates the use of telescopes to children
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Astronomy Club

Society of Physics Students (SPS)

The Astronomy Club (Dr.

During the Fall semester, a small team of SPS club members

Kuzio de Naray, advisor) had

(Dr. Bentz, advisor) built a 3-D Printer. Those who were in-

an exciting and busy year.

volved really enjoyed getting hands-on experience, and SPS is
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had a Star Party at Hard
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Labor

ence At Hand Day in November, showing kids and their parents

Creek

Observatory,

learned

some of the basic principles of physics, using fun, hands-on

about the stars and even a

methods. In December, the GSU SPS chapter attended a White

bit about camping. They

Elephant Christmas party hosted by Georgia Tech's SPS chapter.

also shared the wonders of

According to Matt Rager (the GSU SPS president), “We met a lot

the Solar System with the

of new people and it was a great end to the semester.”

where

students

public at the Fernbank Museum's Science At Hand Day.

Above: SPS undergrads build
a 3D printer.
Below: A demonstration of
the angular momentum in a
spinning wheel at the Fernbank Museum.

We are on the web: http://www.phy-astr.gsu.edu
Follow us on Facebook: GSU Physics and Astronomy

Support Physics & Astronomy at GSU
There are a number of ways to show your support for our programs through giving:

Endow an undergraduate scholarship or award in physics and/or astronomy. Set up a general
fund or fine-tune the award to a specific field of research, disadvantaged students, etc. (An
example is the annual Robert H. Hankla Award for Outstanding Physics Major.)

Set up an endowment for a graduate research fellowship in your field of interest or contribute
to an existing annual student award in physics or astronomy (see http://www.phy-astr.gsu.edu/
new_web/2312.html).

Fund a Visiting Distinguished Scholar for a semester-long visit or a Distinguished Speaker
Series. (An example of the latter is the William H. Nelson Fund.)

Endow a professorship or postdoctoral fellowship in a specialized field.
Help to establish new facilities or enhance existing ones. (Examples include partnerships in
large telescope consortia, or the new CeNO).

Contribute directly to the general fund of our Department (fund code: 0241). Contributions
Mr. Sahil Bajaj, Dr. Dhamala’s student, received
the “GSU International Student of the Year 2013”
award. From the left are:
Dr. Liu, Mr. Bajaj, Dr.
Housely, and GSU President
Dr. Becker.

support faculty, staff, and students, professional- and social- functions, or recruitment. Any
amount is appreciated.

There are many ways and options to support Physics & Astronomy at GSU. See http://
giving.gsu.edu or call Hope

Carter, Senior Director of

Development (404-413-5739,

hcarter8@gsu.edu) for more information about giving opportunities. Come visit us! Contact our
Chair, Dr. Mike Crenshaw (404-413-6036, crenshaw@phy-astr.gsu.edu).

